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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Lighthouse BBC Coming Together /  

Family Sunday 
Theme   : Standing fast, Serving God as Free  

in 2023 
Focus    : Standing in the True Grace of God  

(1 Pet 5:12) 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon / On Line 
Date    : August 13/15/17/20, 2023 
 
TITLE    : THE FAMILY AS AN INSTITUTION 
Text/s    :   
 
Matt 7:24-27 
24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house upon a rock: 
25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell 
not: for it was founded upon a rock. 
26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand: 
27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: 
and great was the fall of it. 
KJV 
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Bible Reading  :   
 
Ps 127:1-128:4 
127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain. 
2 It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to 
eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved 
sleep. 
3 Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the 
fruit of the womb is his reward. 
4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are 
children of the youth. 
5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: 
they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with 
the enemies in the gate. 
 
128:1 Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that 
walketh in his ways. 
2 For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy 
shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. 
3 Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of 
thine house: thy children like olive plants round about 
thy table. 
4 Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that 
feareth the LORD. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
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1) The Family of God 
2) Boundless Love 
3) Until Then 
4) Till the Storm 
5) My Heavenly Watches Over me 
6) What A Day That Will be 

 
 
Other references  :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The family is the one institution that has been 
forsaken in our society.  Many other institutions have 
been placed before it.  
 
 
BODY 
 
What is the family as an institution? 
 
1) It is an institution of God 

 
Ps 127:1-4 
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1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, 
the watchman waketh but in vain. 
2 It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to 
eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his 
beloved sleep. 
3 Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the 
fruit of the womb is his reward. 
4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are 
children of the youth. 
KJV 
 
Ps 128:1-4 
1 Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that 
walketh in his ways. 
2 For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: 
happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. 
3 Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of 
thine house: thy children like olive plants round 
about thy table. 
4 Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that 
feareth the LORD. 
KJV 
 
Matt 7:24-27 
24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house upon a rock: 
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25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and 
it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 
26 And every one that heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 
27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and 
it fell: and great was the fall of it. 
KJV 
 
 

2) It is an institution of love 
 
Ephesians 5:25-29 
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, 
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish. 
28 So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 
29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church: 
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Genesis 22:2  And he said, Take now thy son, thine 
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into 
the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell 
thee of. 
 
Proverbs 4:3-4 
3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved 
in the sight of my mother. 
4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine 
heart retain my words: keep my commandments, 
and live. 
 
Proverbs 3:11-12 
11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; 
neither be weary of his correction: 
12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even 
as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 
 
Proverbs 13:24  He that spareth his rod hateth his 
son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him 
betimes. 
 
Hebrews 12:5-11 
5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which 
speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him: 
6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
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7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as 
with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? 
8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 
9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh 
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the 
Father of spirits, and live? 
10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after 
their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holiness. 
11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby. 
 
 

3) It is an institution of unity 
 
Gen 2:22-24 
22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from 
man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the 
man. 
23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, 
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man. 
24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one flesh. 
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KJV 
 
Eph 5:28-33 
28 So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 
29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church: 
30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and 
of his bones. 
31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they 
two shall be one flesh. 
32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church. 
33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so 
love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that 
she reverence her husband. 
KJV 
 
Matt 12:25 
25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto 
them, Every kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation; and every city or house 
divided against itself shall not stand: 
KJV 
 
Mark 3:25 
25 And if a house be divided against itself, that 
house cannot stand. 
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KJV 
 
Luke 11:17 
17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, 
Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to 
desolation; and a house divided against a house 
falleth. 
KJV 
 
Prov 17:6 
6 Children's children are the crown of old men; and 
the glory of children are their fathers. 
KJV 
 
Gen 13:8 
8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I 
pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 
KJV 
 
 

4) It is an institution of authority, honor and respect 
 
Gen 18:19 
19 For I know him, that he will command his 
children and his household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and 
judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham 
that which he hath spoken of him. 
KJV 
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Ex 20:12 
12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God 
giveth thee. 
KJV 
 
Deut 5:16 
16 Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD 
thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may 
be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in 
the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 
KJV 
 
Mal 1:6 
6 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his 
master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? 
and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the 
LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my 
name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy 
name? 
KJV 
 
Eph 6:1-3 
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is 
right. 
2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first 
commandment with promise;) 
3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest 
live long on the earth. 
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KJV 
 
Col 3:20 
20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this 
is well pleasing unto the Lord. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 5:4 
4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let 
them learn first to shew piety at home, and to 
requite their parents: for that is good and 
acceptable before God. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 3:4-5 
4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his 
children in subjection with all gravity; 
5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, 
how shall he take care of the church of God?) 
KJV 
 
 

5) It is an institution of teaching and learning 
 

Deut 6:5-9 
5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might. 
6 And these words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart: 
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7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes. 
9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 
house, and on thy gates. 
KJV 
 
Ps 78:3-7 
3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers 
have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, 
shewing to the generation to come the praises of 
the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works 
that he hath done. 
5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our 
fathers, that they should make them known to their 
children: 
6 That the generation to come might know them, 
even the children which should be born; who should 
arise and declare them to their children: 
7 That they might set their hope in God, and not 
forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments: 
KJV 
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Prov 4:1-11 
1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and 
attend to know understanding. 
2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my 
law. 
3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved 
in the sight of my mother. 
4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine 
heart retain my words: keep my commandments, 
and live. 
5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; 
neither decline from the words of my mouth. 
6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love 
her, and she shall keep thee. 
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get 
wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. 
8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall 
bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. 
9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: 
a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. 
10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the 
years of thy life shall be many. 
11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have 
led thee in right paths. 
KJV 
 
Eph 6:4 
4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 
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KJV 
 
 

6) It is an institution of service 
 
Josh 24:15 
15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, 
choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether 
the gods which your fathers served that were on the 
other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD. 
KJV 
 
Ps 101:2 
2 I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O 
when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my 
house with a perfect heart. 
KJV 
 
Rom 6:16-20 
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience 
unto righteousness? 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of 
sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you. 
18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness. 
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19 I speak after the manner of men because of the 
infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your 
members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity 
unto iniquity; even so now yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto holiness. 
20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were 
free from righteousness. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:23-24 
23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men; 
24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ. 
KJV 
 
John 12:26 
26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and 
where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any 
man serve me, him will my Father honour. 
KJV 
 
 

7) It is an institution of faith 
 
2 Tim 1:5 
5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith 
that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 
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Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded 
that in thee also 
KJV 
 
Heb 11:17-22 
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up 
Isaac: and he that had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son, 
18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called: 
19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead; from whence also he received 
him in a figure. 
20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning 
things to come. 
21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed 
both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning 
upon the top of his staff. 
22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of 
the departing of the children of Israel; and gave 
commandment concerning his bones. 
KJV 
 
 

8) It is an institution of leadership 
 
Gen 18:19 
19 For I know him, that he will command his 
children and his household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and 
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judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham 
that which he hath spoken of him. 
KJV 
 
Deut 4:9-10 
9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul 
diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine 
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart 
all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, 
and thy sons' sons; 
10 Specially the day that thou stoodest before the 
Lord thy God in Horeb, when the Lord said unto me, 
Gather me the people together, and I will make 
them hear my words, that they may learn to fear 
me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, 
and that they may teach their children. 
KJV 
 
Deut 6:6-9 
6 And these words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart: 
7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes. 
9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 
house, and on thy gates. 
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KJV 
 
Deut 11:19-23 
19 And ye shall teach them your children, speaking 
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up. 
20 And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of 
thine house, and upon thy gates: 
21 That your days may be multiplied, and the days 
of your children, in the land which the Lord sware 
unto your fathers to give them, as the days of 
heaven upon the earth. 
22 For if ye shall diligently keep all these 
commandments which I command you, to do them, 
to love the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, 
and to cleave unto him; 
23 Then will the Lord drive out all these nations 
from before you, and ye shall possess greater 
nations and mightier than yourselves. 
KJV 
 
Deut 32:46 
46 And he said unto them, Set your hearts unto all 
the words which I testify among you this day, which 
ye shall command your children to observe to do, all 
the words of this law. 
KJV 
 
Josh 24:15 
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15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, 
choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether 
the gods which your fathers served that were on the 
other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord. 
KJV 
 
Job 1:5 
5 And it was so, when the days of their feasting 
were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified 
them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered 
burnt offerings according to the number of them all: 
for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, 
and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job 
continually. 
KJV 
 
Ps 78:2-7 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark 
sayings of old: 
3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers 
have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, 
shewing to the generation to come the praises of 
the Lord, and his strength, and his wonderful works 
that he hath done. 
5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our 
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fathers, that they should make them known to their 
children: 
6 That the generation to come might know them, 
even the children which should be born; who should 
arise and declare them to their children: 
7 That they might set their hope in God, and not 
forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments: 
KJV 
 
Prov 6:20-22 
20 My son, keep thy father's commandment, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother: 
21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie 
them about thy neck. 
22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou 
sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou 
awakest, it shall talk with thee. 
KJV 
 
Prov 22:6 
6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
KJV 
 
Eph 6:4 
4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 
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KJV 
 
1 Tim 3:4-5 
4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his 
children in subjection with all gravity; 
5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, 
how shall he take care of the church of God?) 
KJV 
 
 

9) It is an institution of discipline and order 
 
Heb 12:5-12 
5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which 
speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him: 
6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as 
with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? 
8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 
9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh 
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the 
Father of spirits, and live? 
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10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after 
their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holiness. 
11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby. 
12 Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, 
and the feeble knees; 
KJV 
 

10) It is an institution of provision and sustenance 
 
Luke 11:11-13 
11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a 
father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, 
will he for a fish give him a serpent? 
12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a 
scorpion? 
13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children: how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him? 
KJV 
 
Ps 103:13 
13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD 
pitieth them that fear him. 
KJV 
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1 Tim 5:8 
8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially 
for those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 12:14-15 
14 Behold, the third time I am ready to come to 
you; and I will not be burdensome to you: for I seek 
not yours, but you: for the children ought not to lay 
up for the parents, but the parents for the children. 
15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; 
though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be 
loved. 
KJV 
 
 
 

11) It is an institution of godly virtues 
 
1 Thess 2:11 
11 As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and 
charged every one of you, as a father doth his 
children, 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 4:14-15 
14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my 
beloved sons I warn you. 
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15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in 
Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ 
Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. 
KJV 
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